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By Scott Simkus 

 I’ve released the OBB early this week, because we have some very, very, VERY 
exciting news: Seamheads.com is scheduled to “go live” with its new Negro League/
Cuban baseball section today. Built using the Gary Ashwill database, the first three Ne-
gro National League seasons (1920-22) are featured, as are several pre-league blackball 
years and Cuban winter campaigns. Simply put, these are the most detailed blackball 
statistics and biographical information ever published. And there’s actually more good 
news: Several more seasons are going to be added before the year is out, including my 
1933 NNL. Kudos to longtime friend Gary Ashwill and the gang from Seamheads: 
Mike Lynch, Kevin Johnson and Daniel Hirsch. 
 Gary has allowed me to reprint the acknowledgements from the project, which help 
explain the size and scope of the database. But first, his introduction from the seam-
heads website: 
 

Welcome to the Seamheads.com Negro Leagues Database, powered by The 
Baseball Gauge.  We are creating the first comprehensive statistical encyclo-
pedia of the great black baseball teams and leagues that operated behind the 
color line in the days of Jim Crow segregation. The database also collects a 
vast amount of biographical information about these players, much of it pre-
viously unpublished. 
 Among the injustices visited upon the ballplayers of the Negro leagues, the 
lack of a statistical record of their accomplishments might not leap out as 
one of the worst; but it has proved one of the most lasting.  The Negro Na-
tional League was founded in 1920; it has taken 91 years to find out for sure 
that Cristóbal Torriente was the batting champion, that Sam Crawford struck 
out the most batters, that Dave Brown compiled the best ERA, Pete Hill col-
lected the most walks, and Oscar Charleston garnered the most win shares. 
 Many thanks and much credit should go to Mike Lynch, Kevin Johnson, 
and Dan Hirsch for putting this website together.  I compiled all the statistics 
for the seasons we're starting with, and yet I find myself constantly surprised 
and amazed at what Dan and Kevin’s work reveals. Even if you’re a Negro 
league aficionado, you’ll find something new here, from unknown great 
teams to unknown good pitchers to unexpectedly bad hitters. 

@scottsimkus1 
Tweet of the Week: 

 
“I found all my most valuable 
baseball cards in your 
mother’s garbage can” 

 The new database has taken Gary 
Ashwill ten years to compile. They in-
clude the most detailed single season 
Negro league statistics ever published. 
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Subscribe to the OBB! 

 
The OBB is distributed each 
week, 52 issues per year. 

 
$22 per year 

 
$40 for two years 

 
Subscribe at 

OUTSIDERBASEBALL.COM 
 

OR 
If you prefer to pay by check, 
send us an email to receive the 

snail mail order form: 
 

Outsiderbb@gmail.com 
 

For real-time thoughts on the 
modern game, pop culture 

and other such random silli-
ness, follow us at facebook 

and twitter: 

@scottsimkus1 

Scott Simkus 

 Here at the beginning of our project, we’re presenting four seasons of pre-
Negro league play, 1916 to 1919, and the first three seasons of Rube Foster’s 
Negro National League, 1920 to 1922.  You’ll see the likes of Oscar Charles-
ton and Cristóbal Torriente at their very best, as well as two-way star Bullet 
Rogan.  We’ve also got nine seasons of the Cuban Winter League, from a 
slightly earlier era (1905 to 1913). Cuban pro ball was racially integrated, 
and featured some of the very best African American ballplayers of the time, 
like Cyclone Joe Williams, John Henry Lloyd, and Pete Hill.  So these num-
bers give us a rare glimpse of these players in their prime. 
 As I said, we are in the act of putting this encyclopedia together; it’s very 
much a work in progress, which we’ll be adding to little by little, game by 
game, season by season.  Along with additional seasons I've got nearly 
ready, other researchers will be chiming in with their work soon as well.  So 
check back frequently as we post new years and new information.  Watch the 
all-time leader boards change and Hall of Famers’ careers gradually take 
shape in a way nobody has seen before. 
 
--Gary Ashwill 

 
************ 

Introduction 
This database contains batting, fielding, and pitching statistics for early Latin American 
baseball leagues, Negro leagues, and games between top black professional teams be-
fore and outside the Negro leagues themselves.  All playing data have been compiled by 
Gary Ashwill from box scores and game accounts published in contemporary newspa-
pers.  Most biographical data about players and managers have similarly been compiled 
from primary sources (newspapers and official records, including birth, death, marriage, 
census, military, and immigration records). 
 Together the playing and biographical data comprise a vast collection of new, never 
before published information about Negro league and Latin American baseball players 
from the early part of the 20th century. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Acknowledgements  
 This compilation would not have been possible without the input of Patrick Rock, 
Scott Simkus, Dick Clark, Larry Lester, Dwayne Isgrig, and Kevin Johnson, all of 
whom contributed box scores and considerable help on many topics. 
 I have benefited greatly from the expertise and sharp eyes of many researchers.  An 
incomplete list would include Mark Aubrey, John Bowman, Phil Dixon, Howard Henry, 
John  Holway, Jeremy Krock, César López (of Cubanball.com), Brian McKenna, Bill 
Mullins, Rod Nelson, Todd Peterson, Tito Rondon, John Russell, David Skinner, Geri 
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RETRO-BIZARRO 
In between the baseball, politics, 
crime and business news, there 
was always a healthy dose of  
titillation and weirdness  
embedded within our 

 nation’s historical newspapers. 
The grand tradition continues 

here, in the OBB.  

Richard Dix in The Gay Defender 
Circa 1928 

Strecker, John Thorn, and Fred Worth. 
 Families of many ballplayers provided invaluable information, in particular Ron 
Hill, Leslie Penn, and the rest of the Pete Hill family; 
Francisco Morán of the Carlos, Francisco, and Angel Morán family; 
Mike Nealy and Elizabeth Heath of the Irvin Brooks family; and 
Andre Padrón and Nancy Padrón of the Juan Padrón family. 
 Special thanks are due to Marianne Reynolds of the Cincinnati Public Library, 
Kathie Ward of the New Castle-Henry County (Ind.) Library, and Sara McKinley of the 
Muncie (Ind.) Public Library, as well as the staffs of the Anderson (Ind.) Public Library, 
the Wilmington (Del.) Public Library, the Kansas Historical Society, and the National 
Archives. 
 Much of the research reflected in this database was done at the Duke University and 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill libraries and the Library of Congress, with 
side trips to the University of Michigan Library, the Kansas City (Mo.) Public Library, 
and the Johnson County (Kans.) Library.   
 A number of websites, both free and commercial, made this work much more con-
venient, including ancestry.com, genealogybank.com, fultonhistory.com, and the genea-
logical resources of the Mid-Continent Public Library. 
———————————————— 
Coverage 
 The statistics in this database cover two interlinked areas of baseball history: 1) the 
Negro leagues and non-league black professional baseball clubs during the era of base-
ball's color line; and 2) early Latin American professional leagues during roughly the 
same era.  The Latin American leagues featured many of the top black players from the 
United States, and black Latin American players starred in the Negro leagues.  Together 
the Latin and Negro leagues constituted the highest level of professional baseball in the 
world outside Organized Baseball.  The statistics presented here document the play of 
many of the greatest players in baseball's history who never got the chance to compete 
in the major leagues, including many members of the Hall of Fame. 
 This initial version of the database covers: 
1) Independent black professional teams deemed comparable in quality to the later or-
ganized Negro leagues, from 1916 through 1919; 
2) The Negro National League in its first three seasons, 1920, 1921, and 1922; 
3) Independent black teams of comparable quality to the NNL, 1920-1922; 
4) Cuban major leagues (Liga Habanera, Liga General, and Liga Nacional) from the 
1904/05 winter season through 1912/13. 
 Black professional teams in the U.S. played many games against white semi-pro, 
amateur, minor league, and major league teams; in this compilation, only games be-
tween black teams are counted. Statistics for NNL teams, 1920-1922, also include 
games against independent black teams.  The Cuban statistics include only games 
against league opponents. 
 Non-league teams are organized into groups ("leagues") according to region and 
how frequently they played one another.  In 1916 to 1919 they are grouped into western 
and eastern clubs, though it should be noted that there were many interregional games.  
The 1920 season consists of the Negro National League, located in the midwest, and 
eastern independent clubs, only one of which, the Atlantic City Bacharach Giants, 
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Check out Gary Ashwill’s latest baseball research and musings at... 

played NNL teams.  The 1921 season is the most complex, as there were two groups of 
clubs, western and eastern, associated with the NNL.  There were no interregional 
games between western and eastern NNL-associated clubs that season, thus they are 
placed in separate groups.  There were also three eastern teams (the New York Lincoln 
Giants, Brooklyn Royal Giants, and Cuban Stars of Havana) that did not play any NNL 
or NNL-associated teams, and are given their own grouping.  In 1922, there are NNL 
clubs, NNL-associated clubs (all in the east), and the same grouping of eastern inde-
pendents. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Completeness 
 Box scores and game accounts for Negro league and independent black teams in the 
U.S. have been drawn from dozens of disparate and sometimes very hard-to-find 
sources.  Negro league statistics are thus almost never complete, and it's highly unlikely 
we will ever achieve comprehensive coverage in every season. 
 On the other hand, the Cuban league statistics presented here are nearly complete, 
with the exception of one missing Almendares/Habana game in the 1904/05 Liga Haba-
nera season, and Matanzas home games for the 1907/08 and 1908/09 Liga General sea-
sons. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Future Research 
 Future versions of this compilation will work both backward and forward in time.  
The next two updates will include 1910-1915 independent black clubs, the 1923 and 
1924 Negro National League and Eastern Colored League, the Cuban leagues for 
1913/14 through 1915/16, and exhibition games between Cuban league, Negro league, 
and major league teams played in Cuba between 1904 and 1915. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Data Tables 
 The design of this compilation is inspired by the Lahman Baseball Database.  Each 
player is assigned a unique ID number, and all information pertaining to the player is 
tagged with this ID.  The player IDs have been chosen so as not to duplicate either the 
Lahman IDs or the IDs used by the SABR Minor League database.  The Master file 
links the player ID to the appropriate biographical information, including players' 
names, nicknames, dates of birth and death when known, batting and throwing hands, 
and so on. 
 Players who also performed in Organized Baseball are identified across all the files 
with their SABR Minor League ID number.  The only exceptions to this are several 
players for whom the Master file provides more substantial or accurate biographical 
information than is currently available in either the Lahman DB or SABR Minor League 
DB.  These players include: 
 
Manuel Baranda 
Bill Cadreau (a.k.a. "Chief Chouneau") 
Tomás Calvo 
Ramón González 
Valentín González 
José Hernández 
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Ramón ("Mike") Herrera 
Fidelio Hungo 
Francisco Muñoz 
Luis Padrón 
Tomás Romañach 
Angel Villazón 
Juan Violá 
Robert Yendes 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sources for Game Data 
Box scores, game stories, and detailed play-by-play accounts were found in the follow-
ing newspapers: 
 
Anderson (Ind.) Daily Bulletin 
Anderson (Ind.) Herald 
Baltimore Afro-American 
Baltimore American 
Baltimore Sun 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
Chicago Defender 
Chicago Examiner 
Chicago Daily Tribune 
Chicago Herald-Examiner 
Chicago Whip 
Chicago Heights Star 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Cleveland Gazette 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 
Columbus (Oh.) Dispatch 
Dayton Journal 
Detroit Free Press 
Detroit Times 
Diario de la Marina (Havana, Cuba) 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) Journal-Gazette 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) News-Sentinel 
The Freeman (Indianapolis) 
Hartford Daily Courant 
Havana (Cuba) Post 
Indiana Daily Times 
Indianapolis Ledger 
Indianapolis Star 
Indianapolis Times 
Kansas City Journal 
Kansas City Post 
Kansas City Star 
Kansas City Sun 
Kansas City Times 
Kokomo (Ind.) Daily Tribune 
La Lucha (Havana, Cuba) 
Logansport (Ind.) Daily Tribune 
Marion (Ind.) Daily Chronicle 
Muncie (Ind.) Morning Star 
New York Age 

LAST WEEK 
 

 Last week we wrote about 
the American League All Star 
team who toured Japan in 
1934. Author Rob Fitts con-
tacted me to clarify some facts 
about the junket. 
 Yes, Connie Mack was in the 
dugout for many games, but 
not all of them. Babe Ruth was 
technically speaking, the 
“manager” of the team. Later 
on, Mack would claim this had 
been a try out of sorts for the 
Babe, to see if he would be 
capable of running the Athlet-
ics. But when Mack saw how 
controlling Mrs. Claire Ruth 
was, Mack quickly abandoned 
the notion. 
 Additionally, we wrote about 
Lefty O’Doul, the only Na-
tional Leaguer on the team, 
and expressed our surprise that 
he was never actually used in 
any of the games, instead serv-
ing solely as a goodwill ambas-
sador. 
 Fitts says the National 
League would not allow its 
players to participate in the 
tour and because O’Doul was 
still under contract with the 
New York Giants (and would-
n’t be sold to the PCL until 
after the tour) he was ineligible 
to play.  
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New York Evening Telegram 
New York Sun 
New York Times 
New York Tribune 
Ohio State Journal (Columbus, Oh.) 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Philadelphia Public Ledger 
Philadelphia Tribune 
Piqua (Oh.) Daily Call 
Pittsburgh Post 
Pittsburgh Press 
Poughkeepsie Eagle-News 
Springfield (Mass.) Republican 
St. Louis Argus 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
Washington Post 
Wilmington (Del.) Morning News 
 
Sources for Biographical Data 
 Most of the biographical data in this compilation have been drawn from primary 
sources.  In addition to the newspapers listed above, dozens of other newspapers have 
provided useful clues, leads, and information about little-known Negro league and Latin 
American players from the early 20th century.  A vast amount of information was found 
in census records, military records (especially draft registration cards), immigration 
records, travel records (especially passenger lists and passport applications), and gov-
ernment documents (especially birth, death, marriage, and Social Security records). 
 Several secondary sources were useful for filling in information on players, espe-
cially Jorge Figueredo's Who's Who in Cuban Baseball and Cuban Baseball: A Statisti-
cal History, James Riley's Biographical Encyclopedia of Negro League Baseball, Dick 
Clark and Larry Lester's The Negro Leagues Book, and John Holway's many books, 
particularly Voices from the Great Black Baseball Leagues. 

COPYRIGHT 2011 BY SCOTT SIMKUS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Reproducing any part of this document is prohibited without the express written consent of 
Scott Simkus. 



7  

 
FIELD OF DREAMS FOR ANTS: Photo by Scott Simkus. Field construction by ants, using Lilac leaves and 
real infield soil. Dale Berra helped “cut” the foul lines, which were made from 100% pure Columbian booger 
sugar. Glove is 1960s Jerry Lumpe model. 
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